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The work of a study group of distinguished scholars, this book is a systematic investigation of the
origins and nature of the international society today. The first section of the book describes the
flood tide of European expansion that began in the 16th century and united the world for the first
time in a single economic strategic, and political unit. The second section analyzes the process
whereby the non-European states came to take their place as members of the same society, while
the third section examines the repudiation of European, Russian, and American domination by
states and peoples of the Third World, and the subsequent transition from a system based on
European hegemony to one that is not. The book concludes with a discussion of the international
order that has emerged from the ebb tide of European dominance.
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